
SPIRIT OF THE MEMORIAL ORCHESTRA  

The Spirit of the Memorial Orchestra Award was first awarded in 2003.  This award honors the 

pillars of the Memorial Orchestra program: spirit, dedication, selflessness, putting others first, 

teamwork, a positive attitude and many other attributes.  In the eighteen years of its existence, 

it has been awarded seven times.  Tonight, we make that number eight.    

I have known Phillip Liou longer than he can remember.  When his older sister Pamela was in 

our orchestra program, he was just a little boy running around at concerts probably sneaking 

after concert cookies.  However, it was not until he became a high school student that I had the 

opportunity to watch this young man become an amazing young adult.  

Phillip has made a huge impact on so many of our students past and present.  When I think 

about Phillip, and asked others to describe him, the following was said: resilient, charismatic, 

leader, grit, takes initiative, compassionate, dedicated, kindhearted, pious, old soul, loyal, and 

trustworthy.   

Phillip has grit running through him.  I have seen it in his reaction to setbacks.  After not making 

All State for two years, Phillip continued working harder.  Phillip pushed himself, and allowed 

others to challenge him.  He made All State his junior year, but watching the process was more 

impressive.  

In our program, I watched Phillip engage with numerous groups.  He reached out past his close 

friend groups to meet other students and to learn more about them.  Last year on our orchestra 

trip, he embraced students who did not know many other students checking to make sure they 

felt included.   

Phillip not only offered to create tutoring videos in the last two years, but also eagerly taught 

sectionals to different cello sections to lead our students to greater success.  Phillip’s legacy on 

this program is cemented through his creation with Pamela of MoMentors.  This program helps 

student learn the college application process.  As he said, “This orchestra is our family, and we 

look out for our family.  It is our job to help our family get into college” 

This program will forever be grateful to Phillip and his impact.  I am forever grateful to have had 

you as a part of our orchestra family.  You have made such a difference in my life and so many 

others here.  It my honor to award you The Spirit of the Memorial Orchestra. 

 

 

 


